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national
concern

focusing on selected
domains that contribute
to nation-building

Established with the vision of contributing
towards nation building, Bharatiya Jain
Sanghatana (BJS) takes up issues that are
of national concern. Of the many issues that
are of national concern BJS identifies those
that require a long term intervention and
after a well etched out thought process
takes up these on its agenda. Over the
many years of its work some of the national
concerns that BJS has addressed and will
continue to address are:

Dowry

Declining Sex Ratio

Increasing Divorce Rates

Educational Rehabilitation of Disaster
Affected Students

Lack of Quality in Education

Decline in Values

social
sensitivity

researching in-depth
issues to address needs
across the society

To identify issues of national concern and to
understand the magnitude of the issue and
its stranglehold on the masses requires a
high level of social sensitivity reinforced with
thorough research. The process starts with a
detailed study of all that is involved in the
issue undertaken. Not only are the needs of
the affected cross section identified; the
ramifications on the extended population are
also taken into account before an innovative
solution is attempted. The initial
manifestation of the concern could be a
specific trend in a particular region or a
community; BJS always envisages the larger
picture behind it on the national canvas and
takes it on its agenda of nation building. It is
this social sensitivity that sets BJS apart
from others and is one of the cornerstones of
all the achievements since its inception.

developmental
innovation

strategizing novel ideas
to align development within
established frameworks

BJS firmly believes that path breaking ideas
in themselves do not ensure successful
implementations, especially in areas that
are of national concern. The strategy of
designing the program to nurture the idea is
equally important and the implementation
has to be "in sync" with the existing socio-
economic and governmental frameworks.
The solution has to be complementary to
the already taken initiatives and has to align
with the work of all other agencies that are
already working on it. This innovation in
converting "ideas into actions" ensures that
BJS always pre-empts the various "road-
blocks" in the path towards development
and successfully implements its pragmatic
innovations.



participatory
process

enthusing all stakeholders
for involved
implementations

Solutions, no matter how powerful or
innovative, are not of any consequence
unless the implementation process ensures
the participation of all the stakeholders
involved; especially that of the beneficiaries.
BJS excels in designing and implementing
processes that are simple, facilitating and
that instill a sense of ownership amongst all
the participants. A special emphasis is
maintained on the capacity building of
resources at the implementation level and to
develop local leadership. It is people who
are at the centre-stage of all development
and BJS leaves no stone unturned to include
their opinions and expectations in its
developmental strategy The mission
undertaken thus becomes a collective quest
for all involved with success a foregone
conclusion.

sustainable
solutions

implementing workable,
scalable and replicable
models

The BJS methodology of implementing
solutions is the benchmark of its "results-
orientation" approach towards development.
Solutions for issues that are of national
concern can definitely not be implemented
by a single entity. Rising above all the
physical limitations, BJS delivers models
that are workable and replicable in the field.
After the success of the pilot
implementation, the model with its inherent
scalability can be plugged into existing
systems either governmental or socio-
economic to facilitate the pan-national "roll-
out". BJS has mechanisms already built into
the solutions it offers that make them
amenable to acceptance by the subsequent
implementing agency, be it the
governmental or non-governmental
agencies or communities, thereby making
them seamlessly scalable. BJS also
ensures that the solutions it offers are
flexible and adaptable enough to
incorporate any local or regional variations
required in the implementation. All this
ensures that all the solutions that BJS
implements are truly sustainable.

meaningful
Impact

touching millions through
our work!!!

The culmination of all that BJS envisions,
strives to do and does, is the impact that its
work has on a sizeable population of the
country. Be it the thousands of families that
have benefited from the mass marriage
movement; be it the thousands of disaster
affected students that have been
rehabilitated or be it the millions of children
who can now look forward to quality
education as a stepping stone to their future
lives; the work that BJS carries out has had
a meaningful impact on all their lives. The
corrections in the skewed gender ratio, the
promise of imbibing values in the children
right from the formative years and the path
breaking work that BJS undertakes as
solutions to family issue; all this will definitely
have a lasting impact on the generations to
come. BJS through its dedicated work since
its inception has reached out to the millions
and in a small yet definitive way touched
their lives! And will continue to do so....
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The idea of mass marriage
and meets of prospective
brides and grooms was
easy to discuss difficult to
implement. A lot of hard
work went into convincing
people to accept the thought.
Proper  planning  and
effective communication
helped  generating good
response for the first mass
marriage ceremony held at
Sakal Nagar in Pune where
Shantilal Muttha also got his
niece married. Thus setting
an example...




¢ Weddings with a difference...”

Maharashtra, with a population of about eight crore, was
spending a whopping Rs 12 crore on wedding ceremonies
ever year. Enormous expenditure and increasing demands
for dowry had become a serious issue that plagued
the country in the 80s. Curbing waster by cutting the
unnecessary expenditure was the only answer.

| BJS came up with the pioneering idea of mass marriages.
After facing great difficulties in convincing the masses
and bring about a change in the existing system without
hurting people’s religious sentiments, the BJS succeeded in
converting the idea into a revolution.

The first such meet held at Tilak Smarak Mandir in 1986
was followed by three similar events in the following three
months leading to 51 marriages. Today, after 25 years, this
revolution has spread across the country, covering people
belonging to different religions, classes and communities...

Mass Marria




The trend of exorbitant expenditure and display of wealth during wedding ceremonies prompted
BJS to create awareness amongst the masses to curb this kind of wastage. This gave birth to the
unique concept of padyatra in the 80’s. A highly effective concept used for mass movement by none
other than the father of the nation Mahatma Gandhi, padayatras have been successful in bringing
about revolutionary changes all the over the world. Reformist spreading a message on foot have
succeeded in changing the world over. Padayatra served as an effective tool to convince the Indian
population towards accepting the trend setting concept of mass marriages.

Adding another feather to the BJS cap an overwhelming participation of 625 couples in the mass
marriage ceremony held at the SP college ground took the concept all the over the country. A
massive platform was erected to sit 625 couples making it biggest such ceremony in Indian history.







[Metiéu‘lous planning and due importance given to

minutest of the details made the every mass marriage
memorable for couples who tied the nuptial knot




History was created when a mammoth crowd turned out to witness the mass
marriage ceremony. Besides the relatives and family members of the couples

the ceremony had many “guests” who came uninvited to be a part of this trend
setting exercise.
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Mass Marriage
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Measuring ... the platform erected for the mass
marriage ceremony accommodated 625 brides, 625
grooms and an equal number of escorts as the invitees
who came in thousands showered blessing on the newly
married couples
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The response was so overwhelming that
even the grooms had to line up in a queue to
be escorted on to the dais




The first such experiment very soon became a mass movement fast
spreading all over the country with couples from different communities,
casts, creeds including the rich and the poor took pride in being a part
of the trend




L

After the successful conduct of the first few'mass marriage ceremonies, it was necessary to spread the message and

involve as many people as possible. Consequently a padayatra took off on January 7, 1989 covering as many areas
as possible and reaching out to the masses.

The declining gender ratio and the need to simplify the search for the perfect match, were the features that got added.
through discussions and interactions with people as the padayatra moved on
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From villages to villages, localities to localities,
Shantilal Muttha went on a padyatra
accompanied by prominent personalities from
the society and thousands of volunteers

21




Starting from Pune, the rally went past
Taelgaon =~ Dhamdhere, ~ Shirur,  Supa,
Ahmednagar, Jamkhed, Patoda, Beed,
Gevrai, Jalna, Aurangabad, Sillod, Jalgaon,
Devalgaon  Raja,  Nuldhana,  Dhule,
Khamgaon, Manmad, Kopargaon, Shirdi,
Rahata, Babbhleshwar, Loni, Sangamner,
Narayangaon, Junnar, Manchar, Khed and
Chakan returning finally to Pune
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The padyatra was the third largest such event
in the country after independence. The other
two included the one taken out by Sunil Dutt
in Punjab and eh another Chandrashekhar.
Covering an average of 32 kilometres on foot
every day, the padayatra comprised three to
four meetings and long speeches addressing
members of different communities enroute




Mass Marriage
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Besides enthusiastic volunteers, the campaign was
successful in generating overwhelming support
from the media which took the information and the
concept to thousands







Participants of padayatra were
rich in experience and equipped
with information that prompted
them to take up serious issues like
declining sex ratio and match-
making. Issues that were serious
enough to impact the society for
several forthcoming years




Mass Marriage
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In olden days, elders of the family used to search suitable matches for
their children.. They had sufficient time to serve the society. In the modern
scenario, even parents do not have time enough for their children. Declining
sex ratio, girls being pore educated as compared to boys and girls preferring
boys settled in cities happen to be factors creating an unbalanced. Higher
education and changing lifestyle hav changes attitude also. Despite of
increased means of communication, decision-making is not easy, on the
contrary increased expectation and choices have made the task more difficult.
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Choosing the right life partner is thus become
difficult. Selection of a suitable and appropriate
marriage partner becomes one of the important
decisions of adult life. To facilitate parents and
younger generation in finding their dream match,
Yuvak Yuvati Parichay Sammelans were organised
by BJS.
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Blends in traditional advantages like authenticity and
trust, larger community help line and a comprehensive,
cross-checked and authenticated database, such
sammelans provided a ready-made platform for
prospective brides and grooms. Separate sammelans
were also organised for widows, handicapped
individuals and divorcees
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Shantiyatra, as the name
suggests, was organised
from Pune to Nagpur

to bring about peace

and harmony after the
communal riots which broke
out in the country following
demolition of the Babri
masjid

2 The peace march was
organised when a nation-
wide curfew was imposed to
ensure peace in the country
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6 Marching towards peace and harmony...

BJS happens to be the only social organisation of the country to be able
to bring together leaders of the Hindu, Muslim and Jain communities
along with, high court justice and various social workers on a common
dais, thus bringing changing the thought process of the masses,
presenting an independent way to face dangers in adverse conditions...

Demolition of the Babri Masjid in 1992 led to communal riots followed
by a curfew imposed all over the country. While tensions prevailed
throughout the nation, BJS decided to spread the messages of non-
violence preached by lord Mahaveera. After a lot of convincing of the
police for permission, a group of volunteers set out on a rally from Pune to
Nagpur, conduced to spread peace and harmony within the society. The
peace march was led by prominent personalities from different religions
like Jain Acharya Sushil Muni, Hindu Swami Chidanandji, Muslim
Maulana Vahiduddin Khan, Justice Chandrashekhar Dharmadhikari,
social reformer Anna Hazare,, Padmabhushan Govindbhai Shroff and
Nirmalaben Gandhi of Wardha, went along route calling on people to
maintain peace and harmony. All this was planned with proper training
of participants on what to say and what not to say during the rally.

Shanti Yatra



Shanti Yatra

Understanding the urge to convey the message and convince the society about peace and harmony,
even school children stepped out to participate in the rally
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BJS was the first organisation in the country which
managed to bring together leaders of different religions
and prominent social reformers on a common dais to
appeal for maintenance of peace. The rally covered a
distance of 1000 kilometres spreading the message of
non-violence and communal harmony
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Shanti Yatra
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The activity was covered by the media on a large scale,
thus taking the message to the masses
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Evoking enthusiastic responses from the masses, the

rally had a large number of participants joining in as it
passed through various parts of the state

37



Shanti Yatra
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As a part of the campaign, meetings were

organsied enroute to address the gathering
and convince them towards avoiding
participation in riots and other destructive
activities. The rally inspired the local leaders
to create a culture of peace and harmony in
the society even as the rally moved on







Shanti Yatra

povenonvenenverens On the way to Nagpur, the rally and its participants also stopped at temples, shrines, durgahs, gurudwaras to
pay respect. This helped strike the right chord as professed by Shantilal Muttha who continued to serve the society
irrespective of communal barriers
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The conclusion of the rally at Nagpur after ....days was not an end of
yet another social activity by BJS. It actually was a new beginning
which aimed at bringing all communities together. The tradition of BJS
chipping in at the right place at the right time continued as usual




Infants born in India with
facial deformities like cleft
lips, cleft palate, squint
eyes and ugly scars. Had
nowhere to go. Plastic
surgery which was the only
answer to such problems
was out of reach for the
Indian population. Firstly
because plastic surgeons
were not available in the
rural settings and those
in the urban hospitals are
would charge exorbitantly.
BJS extended a helping
hand. By taking cosmetic
surgery to rural India. Free
surgery camps started being
organised at places which
had not even heard of such
treatment.

R {3

o R ki
I dTE
vy SyRy vl (B3,

W -




66 Changing the ‘face’ of hardships...”

Absence of plastic surgeons and the prohibitive costs of
such surgeries were forcing a large number of children to
face hardships in the country. Facial deformities like clef lip
and scars were depriving some newly born children from
breast-feeding.

With the help of a socially conscious American plastic
surgeon like Dr Sharadkumar Diksheet, the BJS conducted
free plastic surgery camps all over the country. Dr Diksheet
along with a team of experts used to spend more than six
months in India every year, performing surgeries for poor
patients.

Today, the practice continues even after the sad demise of
Dr Diksheet after bringing smiles to the faces of more than
1.75 lakh deprived patients.

Plastic Surgery



Plastic Surgery

A fairly common occurrence in India, facial
deformities had to be corrected in the childhood.
If left untreated they did not only leave the entire
family of the patient in a depressed state of life

but also resulted in overall health impairment
and other day to day problems leading to
quality life.

44
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Girls were the worst sufferers because a cleft
lip would mean a major problem in getting her
married

45



Plastic Surgery
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19 Associating with eminent doctors like Dr.
Sancheti and Dr. Dicksheet along with social
leaders like Mohan Dharia, Shantilal Muttha
reached out to patients with facial deformities
in remote rural areas to provide the facility out
to poorest of the poor patients. BJS organized
more than 20 camps per year for the last 20
years benefitting more than 2,86,000 patients
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An introduction to the internationally
acclaimed plastic surgeon resulted into
a long lasting relationship between Dr.
Dicksheet and Shantilal Muttha

47



Plastic Surgery
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The solution came in the form of free
plastic surgery camps organised by BJS
in association with Dr. Sharadkumar
Dicksheet USA based Indian surgeon and
Padmabhushan Dr. K H Sancheti
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and social issue which remained unansweredjfor'a long time l *
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Every camp evoked an overwhelming response as patients lined up in
large numbers for the treatment. Every surgery was well planned and
followed by repeated surgeries if required, thus testing the patience of
both, the patient and the organisers
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Plastic Surgery

Making optimum use of the medical facilities and

services offered by the surgeons, the BJS camps
would perform as many surgeries as possible
within a ified period. However, the patients
continued to receive post-operative care in and
after the team moved to another location

52
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even after the sad demise of Dr. Dicksheet in 2011
the BJS continues to provide this humanitarian

service

53
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¢¢ Strengthening the girl-child 77

On one side, the country is advancing with changing significance of education
and growing communication facilities. On the other, a large section of the
population is suffering from the harmful effects of these changes.

Polluted college atmosphere; bad influence of television and the media; rising
immorality and crime, the list is unending. In order to protect them from all
this, girls cannot be stopped from going to college or banned from making
friends. That was not the solution. Meanwhile, it was also important for parents
to interact with their daughters in the right possible manner.

How do we equip young girls to face and overcome problems and save them
from ill-effects of such undesirable aspects?

After detailed study and deep research, the BJS came up with a 32-hour
certification course for unmarried girls. The course was titled, ‘Empowerment
of Girls to face the Social Challenges of the 21st century’.

Over the years, the course has succeeded in bringing about enormous changes
in the lives and living patterns of innumerous girls.

Empowerment
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The trend of exorbitant expenditure and display of
wealth during wedding ceremonies prompted BJS
to create awareness amongst the masses to curb this
kind of wastage. This gave birth to the unique concept
of padyatra in the 80’s. A highly effective concept used
for mass movement by none other than the father of
the nation Mahatma Gandhi, padayatras have been
successful in bringing about revolutionary changes
all the over the world. Reformist spreading a message
on foot have succeeded in changing the world over.
Padayatra served as an effective tool to convince the
Indian population towards accepting the trend setting
concept of mass marriages.

Adding another feather to the BJS cap an overwhelming
participation of 625 couples in the mass marriage
ceremony held at the SP college ground took the concept

57



Mulyavardhan

The response was so overwhelming that
even the grooms had to line up in a queue to
be escorted on to the dais
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Mulyavardhan

BJS organises Career Guidance Programme

Bhilal, Jan 28: Bhartiya Jain
Sangathana (BJS), Bhilal with
support of Sri Sankara
Vidvalava, Bhilai organised a
Career Planning and Career
Guidance Programme on
Junuary 28, 2011 at the premises
of Sri Sankara Vidyalaya,
Sector-10, Bhilal, The event was
organised for the students of
Classes VIIT w0 X11 from different
schoals of Durg-Bhilal

Prof Adv Jayprakash B
Somani from Pune, a well
known educationist of the coun-
try was the main speaker in the
event. Over 600 students from 25
30 different schools of Durg-
Bhilai, their parents and teach-
ers participated and got benefit-

ed from the program.

60
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MC Jain informed that this
career guidance program has
helped the students to identify
their strengths and needs to
bulld a plan hased on their per.
sonal profiles, It gave these stu-
dents an access to information
and empowered them to achieve
their potential for harnessing
suceess and gratification from
whatever subject they choose.

Detailing about the pro-
gramme benefits, Jain informed
that the students learnt a carver
planning process that involves
decision-making skills that can
be used throughout their 1ife-
time. It helped the students to
achieve an improved prepara-

dents will become focused as
they see the connection between

in them for adaptability to the
present competitive environ-
ment to be gainfully emploved in
the future

Anand Jain (President, Jain
Mahila Club), Sita Bajaj (Vice
President -Bhilai Mahila
Samaj), Dr BC Karnawat
(President, BJS, Chhattisgarh),
MC Jain (President, BJS,
Bhilal), RT Ramchandran
(President, 8ri Sankara
Vidyalaya Education Society),

(President, Bharat
Parishad, Bhilal),

Vikash
Goutam
Parakh (Vice Chairman - JITO,
CG), Mahavir Surana, Shobha
Nair, Paras Tatla, Shanta

Golchha, Seema  Oswal,
Dattatreya (from Pune) were
among the Special guests and
eminent personalities who
graced the occasion

Over 20 enthosiastic students
and teachers who asked very in-
formative and knowledgeable
questions during the query ses
sion were also rewarded with at-
tractive gifts by the organizers.
Santosh Oswal (Gen. Secretary -
S, Bhilaiy conducted the pro
cesdings and Puras Tatis - (Viee

tion and participation in post Manju Surana (President - BIS, President - BJS, CG Stat) pro-
secondary education. The stu-  Bhilai Ladies Wing), KK Singhal  posed the vote of thanks.
Central Chronicle, Raipur | Saturday, January 29, 2011 |

The first such experiment very soon became
a mass movement fast spreading all over the
country with couples from different communities,

casts, creeds including the rich and the poor took
pride in being a part of the trend
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The first such experiment very soon became a mass movement fast
spreading all over the country with couples from different communities,
casts, creeds including the rich and the poor took pride in being a part
of the trend
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The first such experiment very soon became
a mass movement fast spreading all over the

country with couples from different communities,
casts, creeds including the rich and the poor took
pride in being a part of the trend
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While success stories of
rescue and rehabilitation
after  natural  disasters
generally ielld about
provision of food, clothes,
medicines, utensils, shelter
and short term psychological
support, the BJS story of
rescue and rehabilitation for
Latur earthquake 1993 tells
a different story altogether.

It is a story of a promising
future.  Future of the
young generation. Young
generation which meant the
future of the society.

It is a story which took a
different turn midway.
Turning towards a bright
future. A bright future for
those who were heading
towards darkness.




66 Shaping ‘shaken’ lives... ”

Huge amount of social work and related activities
between 1985 and 1993 has helped build a strong
network of volunteers and resources in all parts of the
country. The thought of channelising this network and
resources towards further betterment of the society
came to Shantilal Muttha’s mind when the earth shook,
devastating Latur and Osmanabad in 1993.

Jumping into disaster management for the first time, the
BJS did some revolutionary work providing relief in the
form of food and medicine to the quake-affected.

The calamity also marked the beginning of new chapter
in the field of disaster management in India. The unique
programme of adopting disaster-affected children for

educational rehabilitation, was born out of the need felt
while working for them in Latur. The landmark project
emerged as a big facilitating factor for every disaster that
occurred in the country thereafter.




The future appeared to be in darkness for thousands of children
who had lost their houses and parents in the Latur and Osmanabad
earthquakes. While food, clothes, medicine and utensils were distributed
as part of the relief operations, the BJS decided to focus on securing and
safeguarding the future of the young generation. This thought came to
Shantilal Muttha’s mind when he saw children running after vehicles
bringing in rescue material and devastated school buildings which were
beyond repair. In absence of schools which could keep them occupied,
these children were heading towards another disaster. A disaster of life!
The solution was difficult but there was no alternative.




Selected by the BJS for the unique and ambitious rehabilitation
programme children eagerly awaited the arrival of a bus to Pune

leaving behind memories of their devastated homes. These children
were selected from nine villages adopted by BJS. Although 300 girls
were ready to join, BJS reluctantly decided otherwise

e "



Il of children left the earthquake struck villages
beginning of a new journey. A journey

g th
L}atlona‘behablhtanon

Parents came in large numbers to bid a goodbye to their children before
they boarded buses on their way to Pune. A fleet of 25 buses left Latur on the
auspicious day of Dasera after being flagged of by none other than the then
chief minister of Maharashtra Sharad Pawar and governer P C Alexander
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Disturbed by the devastation, children of Latur and Osmanabad were confident

about their future as they left their homeplace moving towards a bright future
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Shaken but determined to fight back

1421 quake-hit children take city as their new home

EXPRESS NEWS SERV

PUNE - Scars of the cruel blow inflicted by mother
earth on the fateful dawn of September 30 were still
evident on their faces bi:t so was the determination to start
a new life as they arrived in Pimpri on Monday.

For the 1,421 tzildmn whose lives were ruined by the
devastating carthquake, the twin:township of Pimpri-
Chinchwad will be home for the next decade.

A warm welcome from members of the Akhil Mahar-
ashtriya Jain Sanghatana and residents of Atmanagar
awaited them in Pimpri, as they arrived at 2.30 p.m, nearly
two hours behind schedule.

It took considerable time for the convoy of 28 State
Transport buses 10 cover the distance between Gultekdi
Market Yard and Atmanagar in Pimpri as members of the
m Jain community thronged the streets to receive the

ildren

ceremony in Atmanagar where the children will be lodged
and educated.

The children were accompanied by elders from the
villages who came 1o reach them. “We have no words to
express our gratitude towards the Jain Sanghatana. But we
assure you, our children are talented and will certainly
make you proud with their achievements. At least one of
these unfortunate children will manage to find a place in
the SSC merit list,” asserted an emouonal Bhikaji Jadhav
while addressing the gathering.

My mother is alive: but she said we must go to Pune and
study. Education will restore evervthing we lost in the
carthquake,"” said Layak, a sixth standard student and the
youngest of three Sheikh brothers, while speaking to
Indian Express.

The Jain Sanghatana members have made elaborate

arranosmenic far the ale bdewe s

v EPR

have been made in the premises. A team of 25 volunteers
will work during day hours and five others during night.

A special team of psvchologists headed by Mohan
Agashe will begin work on Tuesday 10 help the children
come out of the trauma they have undergone.

The State Government has already sanctioned primary
and secondary schools and a junior college. Classes are
scheduled to start within a month.

The adopted children include students from standard
fifth to tenth. The tiny ones were left behind following an
advice from psychologists. Mutha said.

Out of the total 1,421 children, at |east 70 per cent were
orphaned while most of the others had lost one of their
parents in the earthquake.

The Jain Sanghatana has planned several programmes
to help the children gather the threads of their |r\-'§'_~ I\_*'i'}-
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Quake orphans arrive

By our staff

In an unprecedented and
moving sight, which hrought
tears to lhe eyes of many, a
large gpathering of school chil-
dren in Pimpri-Chinchwad
welcomed  with  flowers  amd
. bouguets, :nne 1,421 boys

by last  month's

! nﬂﬂz on Monday.

The hapless orphias, were
brought to thu industral city hy
25 5T buses, from u total of 19
wn-aﬂ'ecwd villages in Latur

and Osmanabad districis, thanks
to the yeomman job done by the

Pune-hased: Bharatiys *Jain
Sanghatana (BIS),

; The meluncholy lmus broke
into smiles when hoy were
mmfh}lluch'-mnma
school in Phugewsuli, on the
Bombay-Punie  highway  that
“you are safe in our hands',
Shouts of ""Ham sab ek hain''
tent the gir,

The buses were d off by
the Governor, Mr%‘gﬁhxan—
der, at the Sulepnou village in
Omergn tehsil of Osmunibid
diztrict on Sunduy morning.

The children were brought 1o
the *“‘Atmunagar™  housing
complex in Kharalwadi, where
they were treated 1o

reception given by the Pmpn-

Chischwad Municipal C

[FCME) - Mayor - |Ins

- - I
Lande, BIS presdent, Me.
Shantilal Muﬂmpﬁ’rvb h

comples itself. Abont 40 mch

war Landge, Mr. Mm.hm Hafna
(both ), the PCMC
Commissioner Shriniwas  Patil,
Mr. Suresh Sonaviee and s
FOTE.

-povernment bas promised dcent

the- meumd anzually o their lodp-
and

ers qre proposed to be
1o run the clisses and the Sml.:

[per cent grant. [

An estimated R 60° lakh
expenditure is expected 1o be

hy u charity orpanisation of lhr
Jnin Snenig.
After about & dozer specches,
Mr Shantilal Mutha, led them to
il luncheon on the prounds
the  Atmanagar  bousidg
eomplex, ey
Mr. Mutha wld pewspersons
Inter that the children were

ing,

clothing. Schemes. ave heeg
drawn for off-settinp the expen-
diture, through adoptinn on
payment of fixed sum for wo
years, and through callection of
munificent dogations from all
over the country.

A total of 150 fiss and 4C
shop:

survey has been sunde by the
BIS of the quake-affected chil-
d:en and a track of their Iwm;

E:l. m.Ekur Murlhmlnpur.
Km:‘lhapg-ﬂ gmudﬂi Kad-
Dora, Nandurg: H.urmmn ]
Vitala. Al-rmt mn:u:y of them,
he said, have lost both parents,
Tln I.num oumber s fromn
200, followed by
Eknrpl(llS} and Holi (100,

He said that all of them waoull
continue their studies from the
fifth wr 12th standird in a schoul
and junior enlicge housed in the

| prog-
ress will be kept meticulously by
the Sanghatana,

He gaid that a three-member,
team of doctors led by Dr.,
Mohan Agashe, film actor and

PuneP

lus

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1993

psychintrist, will arrive in the
complex to examine the mental
condition of the affected :hllllnl'l

ing mm the future, leaving behind scar -nnuiu of a none-too-distant pmﬁ. quake-hit ¢

Hildren ox an ST bus headed ' *
Pimpri, Pic hy Rinshikesh Tapshalkar (Report an- A

who might have been mibj

to paychological traumies caused
h earthquakeand, therefure,
d ical care.
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In Marathwada arrived sf PI |pr| an Muonday,

The children were received in Pune with great
appreciation as they took a step ahead. Pune, the
Oxford of the east, was beginning a new chapter
in the field of education
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A school building provided
by the Pimpri-Chinchwad
Municipal ~ Corporation
served as a home for
the quake-affected
children before they could
move to a permanent
rehabilitation centre




The rehabilitation programme took off with great support from
the politicians as well as local administration. Senior leaders like
Chandrashekhar personally inspected the arrangements for the
children and appreciated them




With smiles writ large on their faces, the children shook hands with guests including senior bureaucrats Dinesh
Afzalpurkar

/ adll

On the inaugural day, the students at the school had an opportunity to interact with veterans like Shivraj Patil




2 B

Visits by role models like former chief election commissioner T N Sheshan inspired
the quake affected children as he appreciated them for their academic achievements

fmoes ©
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Equipped with all requisite facilities, the Wagholi
Educational Rescue Centre, which was designed
to meet the needs of the quake affected children,
thereafter served as a permanent facility for
similar projects

i e

"

The Wagholi Educational Research Centre came
as fast as possible. It was built by the world bank
on 10 acres of land owned by BJS



Latur Earthquake

With Manohar Joshi, the then chief minister of

Maharashtra as the chief guest, the inaugural
ceremony of the WERC on November 29, 1998,
marked the beginning of a new era in the field
of rehabilitation of disaster-affected children

Stalwarts like Narayan Rane, Manohar Joshi
and Sureshdada Jain commended the efforts
of the BJS in ensuring better future for the
beneficieries of WERC

.

Strong supporters of BJS like Deepchand Gardi,
Mafatlal Mehta and Sukhlalii Bora graced the
inaugural ceremony of WERC




Moving into a new premise was a matter of
great joy for the quake-affected children. This
place was going to serve as their home and
school till they graduated

All requisite educational facilities along with
those for sports and recreation ensure overall
development of the children residing at WERC
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MELGHAT,

PERPETUALLY

FAMINE

AFFECTED

AREA

Can the adivasis ol Meighat see 2 lile withow! death, disease and malnutrition
BJS unravels
the truth.

Ll

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Mumbai: Wednesday: July 30, 1997

Jain Sanghatana to adopt |
300 Melghat ch

BJS's assessmenl at a ground-level reveals that
| the problems are compounded by:
I # lliteracy « Ignorance = A blind belief in rituals
= Practice of child marriage = Indifierence to medical
‘ & other aid provided = Superstition
« Addiction to liquor and drugs
+ Total absence of family planning

Pesliming that literscy iw The only ©ey 15 bang sbaut the
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Beneficiaries become [T
benefiters. During their stay
at WERC students affected
in various disasters assist in
the work being undertaken
for provision of relief to other
disaster  victims.  Besides
helping prepare food packets
for disaster victims in the
vicinity, they also traveled as
far as Gujarat to rebuild the
schools there
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A s LATUR VICTIMS TO THE AID OF GUJARAT

By ¥V Radhika

PL\E AS Kamlakar Panchal, Munna Sheikh, Pan-
dutang Bharti and 147 other studenty were packing
their bags o |
flooding bac

The killer earthquake that had ravaged
Maharashirs's Latur districe eight yeuts ag
ngain, this time in neighboring Gujarat. And who would
know the |mpart._nct of the heafing touch better than
the Latur victims?

So three days after the January 26 earthquake, armed
with relief material, around 150 youngsters set out for
the, Bhachay-area of Gojarat’s Bhuj d.ls[l'c[ under the

azgis of the Bharatiya Jain banga!‘mra (BIS). These
150 students were among |
brought from Latr in 1993 for reha‘} itati

Eight years have passed by, but the painful memories
are fresh.

“The moment'we heard of the carthquake and the
destruction in its wake, we knew exactly what people
would be going through, The sense of shock, numb-
ness and then 3 big question mark over the future,”
U.u,lnl Chikte told Indin Abroad News Service. His

h\'es :ir,

tave for Gujarst, memorics of 1993 came,

But these youngsiers were no
time reliving Weir nightmarish past. The moment Shan-
tilal Mutha, president of tha Pu: 4 BIS, announced
that relief Had to be 3ent to Gujarat, the first bateh of
150 students was teady and left on Junuary 29

Armed with clothes, blunkets and food, the students
set out w hielp the Gujarat victims. But the most im-
portant retief twol they carried was emotional and psy-
chological support required after the immediate physi-
cal needs are met

ing to pend their

“We all have gone through the 3amé experience and '

we feel our pr in lrself wimld provide some re-
lef for the victims,by sending the message that fife
can seill be rebuill,” Kamlesh Panchal told IANS.
The students have been divided into’ bawches of 10
cach and work almost round the clock, Muths said.
They have been jolned in their efforts by nearly 400
volumeets of the BIS fram hcross Maharash
team includes doctors, }
While Mutha returned
team will suy
the next team would
The idea i not to

cifort ig 10 bring them bock to.the classrooins, ~In the
first stuge - which is 10 to 12 days or & formight relief
aid temporary rehabilitation s of top most priority,
Everyone's focus is limited only to this, After this u
over, we plan to yiare schools for children so that the:
can ged back to studies,™ said Mutha,

is no easy task. For a family that has lost ev-
g i an eanthquake, 4 clammm would be the
last ( ng on thelr mipds. - *

Hence, Mutha and the sudents from Wagholi Reha-
bilitation Center have been conducting meetings with
parents, leachers and the children themselves (o stress
the imporance of returning to sehool. .

Hut why accord schoaling so much importance when
the wounds are still fresh? “Every day all these chil-
dren are seeing is collapsed houses, dead bodies and
grief all around. We want to lm.ug them out of this

i here and divert their aention. We felt that this
nes: \\-1\ all the more important because parents are,
sending their' children everyday to collect relief mate-

* rial and we found that children are geiting into the

hiak

of ‘collecting” things and' fedt this has to stop,

now, 70 percent students will drop out, Am. routine
wn(k has to start, We will have 10 bring back normal-,.
* be said.

Th: first makeshift school of steel and tin built by
the BJS was inaugurated ‘on Febinbary 7. There were
1,197 swdents from Class 1-10. “The mouning period
for Hindus is 12 days and-when we stared the school
on the 13th duy we said your mouming period s over,
now start your new life’,” Mutha said,

The gost of a school is pegged betwegn Rs 300,000

-and 600,000 and the BJS has appealed to individuals™

and organizations for help. “We will take the responsi-
bility of running the school, But we want help 40 set up
a school. We can etect the structure in eight days and
those who give contributions for the school can come
for its inauguration and then we will fun i said Mutha.
The BIS has also tied up with Jains - & petwork of
the Jain religious community in the US and is appeals
ing to Indjans in America to contribute for the schools.
The also plans to conduct an :dm.‘uum survey,
which*would {nvestigate the tumber of schools that
were hm:tlonn‘f in the affected areas and compare the
student and teacher strenoth hafore and afrer tha srsba




Enjoying every passing day at the WERC the
quake affected children from Latur inched towards
rehabilitation which was full of knowledge and
enjoyment. Today majority of them have resettled
in life after graduating from WERC. For many of
them the experience was not just of rehabilitation.
It was like rebirth.

Besides life skills, education, vocational training
and ability to face difficulties, they added one more
important aspect to their lives. A strong support, a
guiding spirit and an inspiring personality in the
form of Shantilal Muttha who was ‘Bhau’ (elder
brother) for them and many others.







Preventing academic loss...

The most devastating disaster in India’s history of
natural calamities was witnessed in Gujarat leading
to a loss amounting to almost ten times than that of
Maharashtra. Going in for immediate reconstruction
and restoration of school buildings, the BJS brought
in a unique novelty of pre-fabricated structures that
could be erected fast and could be re-used if required
in forthcoming disasters.

More importantly, the constructive work done in
Gujarat had the quake-affected children from Latur
working as volunteers. Victims became rescuers as
368 schools were constructed to house 1.20 lakh
students, thus ensuring a bright future for them.

Gujarat Earthquake
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Businesses were ruined; infrastructure torn apart and basic services were rendered non-existent.
The physical damage was apparent but the human cost unimaginable with tens of thousands
of people killed and injured. About 7633 villages in 21 districts of Gujarat bore the impact of the

earthquake affecting major parts of Kuchchh, Surendranagar, Jamnagar, Rajkot, Patan and
Ahmedabad

The northern province of Gujarat was a scene of
devastation as the city of Bhyj turned into rubble
with hardly a building left standing and thousands
rendered homeless




Gujarat Earthquake

. — .- - , - l
The devastation was so high that a whopping 2,33,660 houses were raised to ground while 9,71,538 were partially The quake destroyed 75 percent of Kutch damaging houses, offices, school and even temples
damaged
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For the first 15 days BJS volunteers cooked and BJS sent a group of medical practitioners, general

distributed food to the disaster victims through this surgeons, orthopedic surgeons, etc to Vaswad from
camp Pune
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Donations in the form of truckloads of food, water, clothing, milk powder and
even footwear reached the BJS camp which was set up at Bachchau on the 3rd
day of the disaster



While teams of doctors continued providing
medical aid, they also reassured the patients.
Meanwhile, BJS organized blood donation camps
in Pune in order to provide the requisite amount
of blood to expedite surgical treatments

did not stop for want of modern medical
facilities or equi itals. All kind of medical aid
was mad at the site of destruction

l_ -



Besides providing food, clothes and medical aid,
volunteers of the BJS also helped the local residents in
conducting funerals of those who had lost their lives in
the disaster. In absence of firewood, they used wooden
parts of the collapsed structures

Besides residential

structures and  office
buildings, school buildings
in Andaman & Nicobar
were completely destroyed
following Tsunami hitting
the islands

operations in Gujarat

BJS - A Photo Journey

Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana

Vehicles carrying relief material were sent from Pune
to Gujarat with all requisite material that would be
required at BJS camp. Donations in the form of food
grain, clothes and different kinds of relief material
came in from all parts of the country




IAS officer, Praveen Pardeshi who had personally seen the BJS
operations at Latur was among the government officials who visited the
earthquake hit areas of Gujarat to check out the relief

At the very forefront of the relief activity were the students who had suffered from the impaet of
an earthquake in Latur and Osmanabad. A team of students that was being rehabilitated at the
WERC in Pune actively participated in the relief operations

o



Sunil Dutt, Union Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs
and a long time friend of Shantilal Muttha visited the
BJS camp. Being taken around by Shantilal Muttha,
Sunil Dutt personally inspected the rescue and relief
operations and boosted the morale of the volunteers.
Quake victims gathered in large numbers as the actor
Jjoined to distribute food and other relief material at on
of the BJS camps

BJS - A Photo Journey

Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana
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Senior leaders like Vilasrao Deshmukh took personal interest in the rescue ang -ff, - | Sharad Pawar, Dr J\f()h?l_'n‘ﬁgashe nd Sureshdada Jain were among the pro
i hty BJS camp to understand the reli nd rehabilitation appr

.

r . v L

z:t[fter OV cooked food for 15 initial days, the BJS
arted disi ting food grains after issuing ration

cards to the quake victims in order to maintain proper

record and to ensure equal aq Jjustified distribution
e

Officers of the Indian Army, who were summoned
to assist in the relief operations, also visited the
BJS camp and appreciated the job being done
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Sharad Pawar, vice chairman of natural disaster committee of Gout. of India, visited the BJS camp to take a look at
the rescue and relief operations

Ministers like Sharad Pawar and Sureshdada Jain did not only inspect the rescue operations but also savoured the

taste of food being provided to the quake victims
3 . !
' I J %
‘

At the BJS camp, Sharad Pawar went into
details of the entire relief operations and made

valuable suggestions and assured help from the
government




Relief et up in the earthquake affected areas of
Gujarat had visitors like industrialist Madhur Bajaj.
He discussed in detail the plans for ensuring proper
rehabilitation of the disaster affected
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Plans and proposals for assistance being provided to the disaster affeeted residents of Gl(iar?ll%a >
social reformers like Anna Hazare making valuable suggestions ,



Vijay Darda CMD, Lokmat Newspapers Group, visited the rehabilitation camp to take a look at the work being done
by BJS

i "'--;;".',, .
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Veteran journalist Rajeev Sabade from the Sakal Media Group gathered information about the rescue and relie
operations at Gujarat

Experts from
international
organizations like
UNICEF, World
Bank, WHO, Red
Cross, Oxfam were
curious about the
relief work at BJS
camp



BJS - A Photo Journey
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Generation of informative data helped in proper
planning of the rescue and relief operations

A survey was conducted by the BJS volunteers to measure the amount of destruction to residential structures and to assess the requirements of the affected

Meetings were held with the local population and authorities for an overall assumption of losses sustained by the villagers
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Most of the schools were
damaged beyond repair
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Though some school structure were still standing, the tremours had rendered them completely unsafe for the
students to occupy for education

With school buildings raised to ground, even
Saraswati, the deity of education, eagerly awaited
the return of the students. After assessing the damage
Muttha decided that while other agencies carried out
normal rescue and relief he would based on his Latur
experience go in for the immediate reconstruction and
restarting of 50 schools, so that the education of the
children did not suffer

With the missing roof and collapsed walls, empty
classrooms told a sad story of the disaster 54 Academic
future of all the disaster struck districts of Gujarat was
in danger and was on the verge of collapsing like the
crumbling walls of the school buildings
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Gujarat Earthquake

While rescue and relief operations continued on a war-footing, temporary school started functioning in tents to avoid academic loss since the annual examinations were just round the corner. Formal education was imparted in
informal set ups like these temporary sheds created in open grounds
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More and more children were encouraged to come back to school though school buildings continued §
to remain in devastated stages. Keeping aside the sorrow of having lost their near and dear ones in the "‘*
calamity, children returned to schools in large numbers 5 -



Gujarat Earthquake
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In a symbolic move the Samkhiyali School constructed by BJS volunteers was inaugurated on the 13th day after the
earthquake. As per Hindu custom, a tragedy is generally followed by a ceremony on the 13th day, to mark the ‘end
of grief period’ and signaling the restart of normal life. In the same manner the inauguration of the school on the
13th day was to convey the need for getting back with life and putting the tragic past behind
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Well known Ahmedabad-based architect B V Joshi, Keshav Desai from Pune and Shirish Barve from
Jalgaon were consulted on the specific design and use of material for the schools.

The school structures were designed in a manner that would make them earthquake resistant, light weight
and fast to erect

The proposed design incorporated RCC plinth, aerocon sandwich panels for walls, pre-fabricated steel
and polycarbonate corrugate sheets for the roof. Aerocon sandwich panels were made of two plain cement
sheets on either sides of lightweight concrete core material with tongue-and-groove joining system. They
were considered to be most ideal for internal and external applications, which are easy to erect, light in
weight, strong and durable, water and termite proof and when used for external applications would last
25 to 30 years

Construction of the school was completed despite the fact that labourers were not available for the
work since many of them had migrated or disabled and were living off the relief supplies offered by the
government or NGOs. BJS had to send construction teams from Pune and Mumbai

A formula called formula 44’ was worked out, under which a team of 44 experts including civil engineers,
electricians, supervisors, masons, carpenters and other skilled personnel were sent to Gujarat with
assistance from the Promoters and Builders Association of Pune.
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Within 90 days, 368 such schools were constructed. The total
number of schoo ‘ rebuilt was 614, with a total of

1,468 rooms for 132339 students
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Gujarat Earthquake
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Anandiben Patel, Education minister Gujarat inaugurated the first few schools. Quality education was guaranteed
to 125,000 students who came back to school.

Sharad Pawar, who was also the vice chair-person of
the National committee on Natural Disasters, visited
Bachchau and spent nearly four hours with the BJS
volunteers going over the plans for the project. He was
so impressed by the work done by BJS that he offered a
donation of Rs 50 lakh for the education rehabilitation
work
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The response was clearly visible in the form of

encouraging attendance, on the very first day.
Books and accessories were distributed in the
school, which was constructed in such a way that it
would last for five to 10 years. This school happened
to be the first school to have been constructed and
become operational in such a short period.

dgened their
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For the students from Latur, who had gone through a successful
rehabilitation programme at the WERC, working at the quake-struck
villages of Gujarat brought memories back to their mind. Memories of a
catastrophe in which, they had lost their near and dear ones along with
the shelter that protected them




Almost a decade later, the
reconstruct  school structures,
continue to serve as source of
knowledge and information fi
the future generation of Gujarat
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The waves destroyed almost
everything that came in their
way. Public and private
property got extensively
damaged. Most of the houses
were  destroyed  beyond
repairs while a large number
of families were rendered
homeless without any shelter
and a lot of people died when
a massive earthquake with
its epicenter close to the
Sumatra island of Indonesia,
resulted in a the Tsunami

disaster which struck states
along the Indian Ocean
December 26, 2004
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¢ Reaching out to the unreachables

Adverse climatic conditions, difficult terrains and
many such difficulties did not stop the BJS volunteers
from building 11 schools along with 34 health centres
and sub-centres when Tsunami hit the Andaman &
F Nicobar Islands. Not stopping at mere reconstruction
of schools and hospital buildings, BJS assisted in
completely overhauling the education system on
the group of islands. Key-deliverables of the unique
EDUQIP programme focused on important thrust
area of the education system. The entire operations
were a unique display of strategy, management,
resources planning, execution and devotion.

Tsunami




Tsunami

The disastrous Tsunami, which hit the east coast of India, brought about a huge amount of damage to life, property and environment. Extensive damage was caused in Andaman
& Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry

Within hours the killer Tsunami waves thrashed into
the shoreline of 12 countries including India, Indonesia,
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar,
Bangladesh, Andaman & Nicobar islands, Seychelles,
Somalia, Tanzania and Kenya taking the life of more
than 229,850 people
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The Tsunami uprooted routine lives and left a trail of
profound human tragedy. The disaster imposed a huge
burden on the community, not only in physical terms
but also in the psychological trauma experienced

The tsunami devastated coastal communities, killing
thousands of people, the majority being fisher folk

could understand what was happening, the second and
most devastating wave hit the coast



The waves destroyed houses, boats, fishing equipment, agricultural
land and salt pans, thereby wiping out many thousands of livelihoods

Residential building, office premises,
schools and other structures collapsed
in the area along the coastal line
devastating human life

Their world turned upside down in the
great Indian Ocean tsunami. Years later,
the fishing communities of southeast
India are still struggling to rebuild their
lives...




Tsunami
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A team of volunteers from the Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana led by Shantilal Muttha rushed to the tsunami hit areas immediately after receiving information about the disaster

A detailed inspection and survey of the disaster hit area helped decided and finalise the action plan as far as rescue
and relief operations were concerned

124
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Although this area had seen many cyclones but nobody
had much idea about Tsunami waves. This was the
largest tsunami so far — in the region that hardly
experienced even minor tsunamis earlier

The devastating tsunami waves did not differentiate
between the rich and the poor, the working or the
business class. Having lost their houses and belongings
in the spate, a large number of residents were forced to
take shelter at relief camps

.]= ‘--;
Residents abandoned houses moving out with

belongings with a hope to find a safe shelter, food,
clothes and medicine

o n

Everything that came into the ways of the giant waves
got destroyed and demolished in Car Nicobar



Using the strong existing network of the Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana, members of the local Jain community were
convened for a meeting before deciding the plan of action

= i

All surveys were done in association with the local
authorities and government officials in order to
understand the situation better so that requisite relief
could be organized

Discussion with the members of victim families,
mainly women, helped volunteers asses the amount of
destruction and understand the immediate

. +
20 Without waiting for plans and proposals to be
finalised Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana volunteers
started reaching out the victims with distribution of
basic things of utility and food for survival

Every part of the disaster hit area was covered in the primary survey living

little chance for any village along the coastal living being deprived of assistance




The media was appraised about the role that the
Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana proposed to play

while assisting the government and their efforts
towards rescue and rehabilitation

The focus of the Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana moved from Tamil Nadu to Andaman & Nicobar following denial of =~ Details discussions were held in meetings with local
permission to set up an Educational Centre and an unexpected meeting with Sharad Pawar, the vice president of the authorities to identify and finalise areas for the
National Disaster Management Authority Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana to contribute
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Tsunami

Larerise

A new chapter began in the history of BJS and that of Impressed by the work done by BJS, Prof Ram Kapse
Andaman & Nicobar after an initial meeting and with expressed the desire to visit the sites and inspect the
Lieutenant Governor of Andaman & Nicobar, Prof  project in person

Ram Kapse and a clearance to work in the devastated

islands

The killer waves flattened over 10,000 homes, wiped out entire villages, swallowed more than 100,000 livestock,
6,000 hectares of plantation crops, destroyed jetties and devastated the Indian Air Force station on Car Nicobar
Island

Over 3,500 lives were lost, largely in Nicobar Islands, which are barely 107 km from Sumatra, which was the ~ Experts from various fields including Dr Anil Avachat were invited for consultation before finalizing the action plan
epicentre of the earthquake that caused the tsunami for any project
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In the office of the BJS Prof Ram Kapse gathered
information and understood the work of the
organization




Tsunami

One of the existing buildings was used to accommodate Thanks to the generosity of ..... requisite furniture for
volunteers working for the Tsunami affected areas of the administrative office of the BJS was made readily
Andaman & Nicobar available

, L] -

Besides volunteers who had rushed to the group of
islands to help the Tsunami affected people, some local
volunteers also joined in to contribute

Another building housed the local office of the BJS
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Transportation from one island to the other had become highly difficult with almost all jetties destroyed by the
Tsunami waves
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Actual work on re-construction of school buildings Small boats were the only mode of transportation for all kinds of material in Hutbay
began with a government middle school at Chouldari

in South Andaman




Local residents
build such
temporary bridges
to cross the river
in Prafulla nagar
where the location
identified for a
school could be
reached only after
crossing the river
at ten different
locations

Crossing rivers on small, temporary bridges,
volunteers had to carry with them everything that
could be required while working at the site

Braving all kids of difficulties and bad weather,

volunteers walked upto the desired location to reach
out to the hapless and the needy

L

After inspection of the site. BJS finalised the
construction plans for the school and work began
restoring hopes for the local children to return to
school as early as possible



——— " , ! - = = . ;.
After laying the foundation, a major step was completion of the plinth with material transported on boats which were not plying regularly

Despite difficulties, work on the plinth was completed in time under the supervision of skilled and experienced volunteers

BJS - A Photo Journey

Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana

Availability of staff for construction of school was a
difficult task since the local population was reluctant
on working at site since all kind of assistance and relief
material was being made available to them without
having to pay for it

With great difficulties, BJS managed to inspire the
workers to work at sites, sometimes, paying them much
more than what they could have normally earned

Finally, the plinths were ready making way for the
school buildings to come up at the site selected in
consultation with the school authorities, the education
department and the local residents
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Tsunami
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Prafulla Parakh who camped at Andaman & Nicobar throughout the rehabilitation project, personally visited each
of the site and supervised the work on construction of schools at CFO Nalla

AR R =T i 2 £ ~

Much before other non-governmental organization and government authorities could plan and begin their work;
many of the BJS projects were fast on their way towards completion
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Prof Ram Kapse along with Shantilal Muttha, personally visited some of the construction site to check the progress
in construction of schools

funded by JANA,USA

o T
Jam LA '
" RS

] . = : £
Permanent structures started coming up fast to house schools for the Tsunami affected children
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The first of the 20 school undertaken for construction by the BJS was completed at Chouldari and was ready to be The school building at Chouldari served as an example to show case the king of work that was being undertaken by
handed over to the local administration the BJS on various islands of Andaman & Nicobar

Properly designed structures of school buildings got completed in the prescribed period inviting local students to re-start their academic career




Tsunami
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Many dignitaries including the then President of India, Dr APJ Abdul Kalam expressed satisfaction about the commendable work bring done by BJS in the Andaman & Nicobar islands
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Prafulla Parakh appraised Sushama Swaraj about the work undertaken by the BJS for Tsunami victims in the group of islands




Tsunami

Besides local authorities and prominent invitees, the
handing over ceremonies were also attended by local
students the beneficiaries of the project

138

Most happy were the students who could not wait to
return to the school after the completion of the building
construction

A formal ceremony of handing over the school
buildings to the local authorities was held in presence
of Prof Ram Kapse and other prominent invitees
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Impressed by the work for construction of schools, the health department of the Andaman & Nicobar islands, Accordingly, DRI came forth with a helping hand to provide medicines, medical equipment and ambulances for
approached the BJS asking if they could extend help in re-construction of primary health centres and sub-centre in restoration of health facilities
the Tsunami hit islands. The proposal was discussed in detail between Director of Health.....and Shantilal Muttha

The BJS sought help from the Direct Relief International and a
presentation was made to Ann Maxwell, who readily agreed to
provide every possible help




BJS - A Photo Journey

Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana

Inaugural ceremonies of the health centre marked a new beginning and journey towards healthy life for the
local population, but also to stand strong during similar natural disasters in the future. Each of these structures population of Andaman & Nicobar islands. Officials from the DRI were also invited to attend the ceremonies which
were ceremoniously handed over to the local health authorities marked moments that were highly precious for the Tsunami-affected families.
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Motivated by Prafulla Parakh, the team of construction workers got inspired to face
all difficulties while transporting material for construction of a school building at

Prafulla Nagar
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Marking yet another milestone in the journey of the BJS, public health centres co
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Appreciation came from all corners but the biggest one was in the smiles writ large
on the faces of the local population




With great satisfaction in mind, the BJS team left the school buildings after handing
them over to the local authorities
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Rebuilding  schools and
rehabilitating students
after disasters after various
places was not enough. The
need was to also enhance the
quality of education all over
the country to bring about
an overall development. The

solution found by BJS after
a countrywide study tour
emerged as a key to India’s
socio-economic development

THE TIMES OF INDIA, PUNE
THURSDAY, APRIL 10, 2008

Quality education key to
development: Jain leader

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Pune: The founder-president of
Bhartiya Jain Sanghtana (BJS),
Shantilal Muttha, on Tuesday
stated that quality education was
the key to India’s socio-econom-
ic development and will be one of
the main parameters.

He was speaking to TOI after
returning from the first phase of
the nation-wide tour to scout for
issues and identify problems of
the Jain community in various
parts of the nation.

In the first phase of the tour,
Muttha visited parts of Gujarat
including Valsad, Surat, Bhav-
nagar, Rajkot, Bhuj and Jamna-
gar.

Muttha said, “This is our prac-
tice for the past 25 years. During
such tours, we have been con-
ducting research and finding out
issues that are prevailing in the
area. We have desigried various
educational programmes in var-
ious government-run schools ac-
cording to the needs of the 21st

century and we have been im-
plementing such programmes in
2,500 schools across the nation”.

BJS has implemented its pro-
grammes in 12 states well with-
in the current constraints of the
education system. In

portance to education.

Muttha has also been ad-
dressing other social issues dur-
ing his tour and during the Gu-
jarat tour he observed that there
was a substantial decline in the
sex ratio of in the 0-

the coming 10 years,
the BJS will be en-
compassing all the
schools across the
country and imple-
menting their de-
signed programmes,

“We have taken
the challenge of ed-

6 age group, espe-
cially among the Jain
community. The pop-
ulation is only nine
per cent in this age
group in Gujarat as
compared to the total
population in the
state. Muttha will

ucational quality im-

provement project Shantilal Muttha

now be moving to
Chhattisgarh, Mad-

(EDUQIP) in all the
327 government and private
schools in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands,” he said.
Muttha also stressed that
there was a need to create aware-
ness among the Jain community
about improving the low literacy
rate. Since, people of this com-
munity are business-oriented
they do not give too much im-

hya Pradesh, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Haryana, Pun-
jab, Rajasthan, Maharashtra and
Tamil Nadu in the coming days and
his tour will end by the end of May.

Besides education and disaster
management, BJS will also study
women’s empowerment, position
of Jain community in the 21st cen-
tury, mass marriages and other
social issues.
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¢ Enhancing the quality of education

Ninety per cent of the 1.3 million schools in India are run by government,
85 per cent of them are in rural area. This leaves only 15 per cent of
India’s schools for the urban area and only 10 per cent being run by
private bodies. Despite this, the main focus seems to be on improvisation
of schools in urban India, while we take pleasure in blaming the
government for the backwardness of education in the rural part.. .

Bringing about a sea change in the education being imparted through
schools, EDQUIP was a seed sown by BJS way back for government
schools in Maharashtra. Schools run by the Zilla Parishads all over the
state have benefitted from the programme from 2002 to 2012. A large
number of Jain Schools, along with 400 schools in Andaman & Nicobar,
1700 in Goa and 500 of the NVS are implementing the programme for
over the last 10 years and all this is happening without any of them
having to pay for this. With a good tie up with the government schools
and other stakeholders in the filed, the concept is poised to take a giant
leap in this direction.

Educational Quality

Improvement




Shanti Yatra

One of the project leaders guiding the participants on
school safety aspects of disaster management, a part
of EDUQIP basket
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Every new concept is launched after detailed discussion
and consideration of every minute aspect. Ensuring
success of EDUQIP, R S Tyagi, chief secretary of A&N
gathered detailed information from Shantilal Muttha,
Hemant Mishra, Director BJS A&N and Balu Prakash,
assistant director

BJS - A Photo Journey

Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana

Introduced with the aim of enhancing education the
ambitions programme titled EDUQIP also covers
Goa where it was launched by Udipto Ray secretary
education, Gout. of Goa. Ray had witnessed the success
of this programme as when it was introduced for the
first time after Tsunami struck Andaman & Nicobar
where he was the education secretary
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Shanti Yatra
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reacher’s Training
Programme

A major key to the success of EDUQIP is
training the trainers. BJS achieved this
through such training programs.

DUQIP (A& " II
EWT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
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ta

_!’ .

# O <09401,42024.,

Before taking it to students, teachers get insights about EDUQIP from project leader Jayashri Thakkar Targeting decision makers in the field of education, a management development
programme was organised at Rangat which evoked an overwhelming response
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Project leader Suman Dutta guides participants at the teachers’ training programme

Enhancing educational also includes
training in disaster management for
teachers. Manavsen Sharma conducts
disaster management training for teachers
of A&N to guide them on how to act when
disaster happens

BJS - A Photo Journey

Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana
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All teachers becomes an impressive medium of
instruction as they impart education with EDUQIP
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Accreditation programme in process at a
school in Andaman & Nicobar with Samuel
Raju, manager BJS EDUQIP supervising
the procedure
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Shanti Yatra
Students participate in an EDUQIP program not only as learners but

also contribute with their ideas and observations to give a final shape
to the entire program
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Excited about their future, students listen
with rapt attention as they learn more about
EDUQIP

Completed with great efforts the EQUQIP
being handed over to the Andaman &
Nicobar administration in a small function
in a primary school at Prafullo Nagar in
Andaman & Nicobar
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Shanti Yatra

Prafulla  Parakh  explaining  quality
improvement programme to Rameshdada
Jain, Mayor of Jalgaon, Maharashtra

Taking a giant step towards enhanced
education Naval Kishor Sing, commissioner
NVS signs a memorandum of understanding
along with Shantilal Muttha
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The journey, though enjoyable, was
not very easy. Implementation of
EQUQUIP was successful only after
" crossing many hurdles and overcoming
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many difficulties
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Heavy rains continuously lashed
major parts of Maharashtra,
claiming lives for four days and
prompting authorities to shift over
two lakh people to safer places

This was the highest rainfall
recorded in the country in last 100
years. Suburban Mumbai and Thane
experienced one of the worst floods
in their history. The downpour was
heavy in other parts of the state
too, particularly in Nanded and
Parbhani




Devastating deluge, reassuring response

Equipped with experienced volunteers, experts
to guide, readymade action plans and requisite
resources, heavy rains that lashed major parts of
Maharashtra gave BJS yet another chance to prove
their strength and capacity. Besides systematic

distribution of food, medical aid, blankets and
household material, BJS also provided temporary
shelters to the people of worst affected areas.

" Maharashtra Floods




Maharashtra Floods 2006

Water level rose rapidly within three four hours, submerging the roads and railway tracks. While
traffic was completely at a stand still, all low-lying areas were heavily flooded

Poor families living in slums were the worst hit victims while the rains also
did not spare the middle and upper class segments. Raigad and Ratnagiri
districts of the Konkan region had large areas under submergence. Severely
affected towns included Roha, Mahad, and Mangaon in Raigad district,
along with Khed and Chiplun in Ratnagiri district
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Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana

No sooner did the flooding recede in Konkan and Marathwada, the release
of water from the Koyana and Ujani dams flooded Sangli, Kolhapur, and
Solapur districts. For about a week later, unusually heavy rains lashed
the coastal areas of Konkan and Western Ghats in Maharashtra, causing
extensive flooding in Raigad and Ratnagiri districts, with many towns and
villages under water
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Maharashtra Floods 2006 Freshly cooked food was distributed to the

flood affected people

At every centre, people gathered in large
number as BJS volunteers distributed food,
essential items and survival kits to the flood
affected

Police officials joined hands with Dalichand
Jain and Kantilal Oswal in providing assistance
to the flood affected families at Chopda

Utensils were distributed to thousands of families
who had lost their homes in the spate

A
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Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana

A large amount of food material was stored for
distribution to the flood affected at Chopda in
Jalgaon

The response was so overwhelming that
even the grooms had to line up in a queue to
be escorted on to the dais

Volunteers worked day and night preparing kits
for distribution in the flood affected areas

Kits containing essential material were prepared
with the help of Sakal Relief Fund
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Maharashtra Floods 2006

y

gathered at various distribution centres to collect
kits of essential items
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BJS - A Photo Journey

Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana

Temporary shelters, Sureshdada Jain nagar and
Deepchand Gardi nagar at Akola were formally
inaugurated by district guardian minister Satish
Chaturvedi before being made available for the
flood affected families. These structures were
erected following a request from the district
collector of Akola since the flood affected families
had all sought shelter in a school thus making it
difficult for the school to function
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Doing away with all
communal barriers, children
from J & K were welcomed
with open arms as they
celebrated Id, their annual
festival and offered prayers
at a local Durgah. The cause
of educational rehabilitation
overshadowed the religious
differences with a Jain
organisation coming to the
aid of children from Muslim
community
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Salvaging the present, safeguarding the future

Previous experience in handling all kinds of difficult
situations during the disaster had made BJS fully equipped
and ever ready to meet the demands of any such calamity.
This time, the invitation was straight from the National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA). For the first
time, BJS signed an agreement with a national body like
the NDMA headed by none other than the prime minister
himself.

e == The timely execution of the rehabilitation plan was
P B - appreciated in the Loksabha during one of its sessions. This
was the result of systematic planning, consideration for
minute details, proper execution of these plans and extra
care taken at every step.

Jammu & Kashmir
Floods



Disaster knows no boundaries When the earthquake struck, it did not bother
about the borderline between India and Pakistan The rising sun arrived with
widespread destruction on October 8, 2005 when a 7.6 Richter earthquake
struck the Kashmir region of both the countries. Severe damage was caused

to the lives and belongings of thousands of families on both sides of the Line
of Control. The districts of Poonch, Baramulla, Jammu, Udhampur, Ramban
Kathua, Srinagar, Budgam, Anantnag, Pulwama and Kupwara were the
worst affected

Distributing relief supplies to the victims became
especially urgent as the victims, living at high altitude
and with the approaching winter, faced the risk of
exposure to cold weather

Making matter worse, casualties were likely to increase
considering that winter was about to set in




Despite the desire to address the needs of the communities devastated by the earthquake, the response of NGOs was
extremely limited due to the climatic conditions and the devastation. The violence and conflict in this area permitted
very few grassroots organisations operating there, and BJS was one of them




Provision of shelters to the victims was of prime importance. Gen N C Vij, vice
chairman, of the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) Mr. NVC
Menon and Mr. KM Singh personally sought help from BJS. Inability to do so
would have resulted in increased number of casualties
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| In a meeting with NDMA officials and BJS representatives, the
then home minister Shivraj Patil assured government support
and appreciated the approach l

s il ma,

Based on the technical feasibility of the
report, a MOU was signed through which
BJS agreed to provide temporary shelters
for disaster survivors.




Jammu & Kashmir

Gulamnabi Azad, the chief minister of Jammu and
Kashmir, called upon Mr. Muttha and Mr. Prafulla
Parakh at his residence at New Delhi and spent two
hours discussing the implementation strategy
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Later during media briefing Azad made
a mention about the ambitious project
undertaken by an NGO coming from as far
as Maharashtra



Y

Converting words into action the BJS representatives started off on the
project with a detailed discussion with J & K administration
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Senior officials from J & K along with BJS team

surveyed the devastated area

Contributing its might for the J & K victims, the BJS
agreed to erect temporary shelters, reusing the
prefabricated structures which were erected in Gujarat
for schools. In a meeting with J & K officials it was
decided that a team of engineers will visit Gujarat
before shifting the material to specific locations.
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The material was coded, dismantled, transported
Jfrom Gandhidham to Jammu and then further
trucked to various locations. All the material
reached Jammu in three trains
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Re-erection of these structures in the affected
areas of J&K was well appreciated and
expected to bridge the immediate gap for
rehabilitation and protecting the people from
extreme weather conditions

r .-







e

It was decided to keep the schools,
the books, the syllabi, the teachers
and the medium of instruction
unchanged. The only change was
going to be the location, which was
no-doubt far away from their home

. |
town, but was comparatively much |

safer and less traumatic
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With annual examinations just
round the corner, the schools which
had collapsed spelt a doom for the
children of the valley. With little
possibility of the school reopening
very soon, they were likely to lose
an academic year and perhaps,
thus endangering their future.
Following instructions from chief
minister, discussions were held
with Dept. of Social Welfare, J & K
about the feasibility of taking 500
children to BJS school in Wagholi,
Pune for educational rehabilitation




Jammu & Kashmir

With annual examinations just round the corner,
the schools which had collapsed spelt a doom for
the children of the valley. With little possibility of
the school reopening very soon, they were likely
to lose an academic year and perhaps, thus
endangering their future. Following instructions
from chief minister, discussions were held
with Dept. of Social Welfare, J & K about the
feasibility of taking 500 children to BJS school
in Wagholi, Pune for educational rehabilitation

It was decided to keep the schools, the books, the
syllabi, the teachers and the medium of instruction
unchanged. The only change was going to be the
location, which was no-doubt far away from their
home town, but was comparatively much safer and
less traumatic
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On December 10, 2005, a fleet of buses carrying —

— 500 students was flagged off from Srinagar by
Sonia Gandhi in the presence of Gulam Nabi

Azad. Leaving behind a completely devastated

homeplace, the children took a giant step towards

E- a brighter and secured future. Interacting with
™ the children Sonia Gandhi understood their

. plight and assured them of every possible help
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BJS - A Photo Journey
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With high hopes in their mind 500 fortunate boys
fromJ & K arrived at the BJS Wagholi Educational
Research Centre to be received by other children
studying there

187



Jammu & Kashmir

Travelling out of their state for the first time the
children took sometime adapting to the culture
and people of a new place




BJS - A Photo Journey

Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana

With hopes reinstated and secured future, the
students of J & K returned back to their homeland
to appear for their annual examinations.
However, a life-long connection with Pune was
established and they continued calling back
whenever memories of their stay at WERC
returned to their minds.

The disaster thus proved to be an opportunity for the children to rise in life and emerge as successful human beings!
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With water logging almost
everywhere, the immediate need
was to move families and children
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¢ Beyond rescue, relief and rehabilitation

After leaving a mark of successful rescue and relief
operations along the northern, the western and the
southern borders of the country, floods in Bihar took
BJS to the fourth border, thus covering the entire
expanse of the country.

Facing many trials and tribulations everyday, the

r BJS team of volunteers provided relief to the needy.
) In addition, Multi-Utility Community Centres

\ were planned with a focus on providing permanent

|

i

|

solutions for the flood affected and flood prone areas
of Bihar.
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A large number of people were forced to take refuge on embankments,
highways, rooftops or any higher place to escape the floods




More than 20,000 villagers were relocated from Kusava village in Madhepur district and the surrounding area.
With assurance from BJS chief Shantilal Muttha, the villagers were confident about their survival.
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! !A team of volunteers led by Shantilal Muttha assisted about 25,000 people,
stranded in 15 to 20 villages like Ranipur, Jamuha, Idrahi, Rauta, Kusalahi,
Parihari, Sukharul, Pohbara and Haribola, moving them to the a safe
location
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Responding instantly to the call of flood victims BJS volunteers reached the .
most difficult-to-reach areas as fast as possible




Extending every possible help to NGOs like the
BJS, Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, in his
conversation with Ashok Pawar, appreciated the
efforts being taken by BJS in order to effectively
reach out to the flood victims




Despite the ensuing chaos,
BJS set up a kitchen in the
camps to provide freshly
cooked food to about 3000
persons per day

Provision of fresh food,
food-grains, clothing and
medicines has been a key
factor of every rescue
and relief operations
undertaken by BJS
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Freshly cooked food was dzstrlbuted dally to villagers from Madhepura district
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The picture was grim in Kusava village of
Madhepura district. The intensity of the floods
continued to rise and reaching out to inundated
villages was possible only on boats

Every boat reaching the villages brought hope in
the form of food and essentials
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Families and children eagerly awaited the arrival | f
of BJS volunteers who continued their work of |}

~ providing food to the flood victims standing in

. knee-deep waters




Introducing a unique concept for rational distribution
of food grains and other relief material, BJS distributed
ration cards to the flood affected families, thus reaching
out to a large number of victims
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Politicians, government officers and
representatives of NGOs appreciated the work
being done by the BJS in Madhepura as local
Member of Parliament Sharad Yadav repeatedly
mentioned during his visit to BJS camp
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Volunteers provided medical assistance to
about 25,000 people, stranded in 15 to 20
villages like Ranipur, Jamuha, Idrahi, Rauta,
Kusalahi, Parihari, Sukharul, Pohbara and
Haribola, moving them to the a safe location
in Kusava village. Not even a single Primary
Health Center was functional in about 33 km
of area around the PHC

By October, the need to distribute food and
clothing had minimised and the focus shifted

r!\
to providing medical care. Doctors, along with ::'::\

para-medical staff worked day and night at
medical camps setup in Bellari by BJS
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At the end of two months, shelter, food and clothing had
been disbursed in sufficient quantities. Distribution channels
were functioning smoothly. What was falling short was
providing ambulatory medical care reaching out to villages.
An ambulance was donated by the Keshargulab Munot
Newaskar Trust to BJS for the purpose







Thank you was
atoo small a

term for the flood
affected to express
gratitude for all
that had been done
Y for their survival




Adding value to education, the unique concept of Mulyavardha, conceived by the BJS

“Mulyavardhan” in Sanskrit means “Enhancement of Values” and it is precisely this
enhancement that the program designed and developed by BJS brings about
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66 Imbibing values through education

In early 1950 when principals of elementary school in United States were asked
to list top five problems of their school students, they replied: talking out of
turn, chewing gum, making noise in class, running in the hall and cutting in
line. Replies to the same question asked to teachers in early 9os were different.
They listed drugs and alcohol abuse, guns and knives in the school, pregnancy,
suicide and rape as the major problems. This goes to show the direction which
the younger generation seems to be headed towards.

Conditions in India is not very different. Increasing rate of children in crimes

like kidnapping, murder, robbery, makes us worry about the future.

BJS has accepted this challenge and 35000 students through 500 schools are
already in the process being education about peace, morals and value through a
concept called Mulyavardhan over the last four years. Anticipating the dangers
likely to be faced by the society in the future, BJS has done this kind of advance
planning to prevent the future generation from landing into darkness.

None other than the Cambridge University had done impact assessment of this
project which is on its way to soon become a flagship project on the nation.

Mulyavardhan
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With  valuable  contributions  from
experts like Dr H D Rost the concept of
Mulyavardhan is being implemented in 500
schools over the last four years

Today’s young generation is the target of varied inputs from equally varied sources that is resulting in
an overall decline in values and an alarming rise in the traits of arrogance, aggression, intolerance and
violence. These traits if unchecked have the potential to severely jeopardize the existence of the very core
values of the Indian culture and in turn the Indian society itself. To reverse this trend it is essential that
the present young generation is made aware of the core values and is empowered to internalise these
values in order to make choices, judgments and decisions more intelligently and meaningfully




BJS - A Photo Journey

Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana

With valuable contributions from experts like Dr H D
Rost the concept of Mulyavardhan is being implemented
in 500 schools over the last four years
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Mulyavardhan

With structured syllabus, well designed learning content, robust yet flexible
delivery mechanism, Mulyavardhan is an appropriate vehicle to arrest the
decline in vales and morals

16 A comprehensive and holistic peace, moral and value education
programme Mulyavardhan is conceived, designed and implemented by BJS
for school children from standards 1st to 10th

Cultural activities like dance and drama
are being used to impart Peace, Moral and
Value education to about 35,000 students in
500 schools covering 1200 villages




BJS - A Photo Journey
Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana
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Mulyavardhan

The academic contents of this programme have
been designed by a team of experts in the field of
education

Fundamental values that are relevant in today’s
world have been identified after thorough
research




BJS - A Photo Journey

Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana

Absorbing these values at an early and receptive
age through education benefits the youth and

definitely ensures enhancement of values in the
society at large




Mulyavardhan

Interacting with principals, Qualis Rost shares his thoughts of imparting
Peace, Moral and value education
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Fundamental values which are relevant in today’s complex world, are
developed through training programmes

TRAINING THE TRAINERS: Activities are used to help improve
interpersonal relationships
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Mulyavardhan

Interacting with each other, teachers exchange ideas
about enhancing core values and empower the children
to make right choices, judgements and decisions
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The guiding force behind Mulyavardhan:
Shantilal Muttha interacting with trainee
teachers and principals
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Mulyavardhan

Learning and imbibing these values enables each
child to discover true self, increase self-esteem

and help face the world confidently

BJS firmly believes that internalising these
values right from the formative years will
definitely arrest the decline in values observed in
the society
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Sharing good thoughts and
time with the children at
the Wagholi Educational
Rehabilitation Centre,
Shantilal Muttha contributes
to their overall development
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¢ Back to a new beginning

Starting from Dongarkini, the story does a complete
circle and comes back to mark the beginning of a new
era. After a nation-wide voyage for the betterment
of the society, life brings Shantilal Muttha back
to Dongarkini to launch the highly ambitious
programme aimed at shaping a bright future for the
younger generation. The process has completed four
years after being launched at Patoda and Ashti tehsils.

Ready to be offered to schools all over the country,
this concept will mark the beginning of yet another
journey taking off from Beed with a large number
of well-wishers, supporters and contributors joining
hands for a bright future for the country and the
countrymen.
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Tsunami

/

Great source of practical knowledge and motivation, Shantilal Muttha’s father Gulabchandji The main inspiration and guiding force behind Bharatiya Jain Sanghata, late Sakkarbai
Muttha with the former President of India Gyani Zailsing Muttha, mother of Shantilal Muttha
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Women in the family, three of the six aunts of Shantilal Muttha

Helping elder brother Rajmal Muttha to set up a transport business
in Pune

Sarla Muttha with her mother, sisters and sisters-in-law

BJS - A Photo Journey

Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana

Shantilal Muttha’s father Gulabchandji Muttha with the former
President of India Gyani Zailsing

Rajmal Muttha and Shantilal Muttha with former President of India
Gyani Zailsing
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Tsunami

Sharing a light moment with wife Sarla, son Sameer and daughter Sonali
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Shantilal Mutha’s father Gulabchandji Muttha and father-
in-law Brijlal Kunkulol with the newly married couple

Sueshdada Jain, trustee of BJS who fondly calls Shantilal Muttha as Shantubhau



Enjoying a vacation with the family, Shantilal
Muttha with wife Sarla, son Sameer, daughter
—in-law Neha, daughter Sonali, son-in-law
Vaibhav Chordia and grandchildren
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Besides residential
structures and  office
buildings, school buildings

in Andaman & Nicobar
were completely destroyed
following Tsunami hitting
the islands
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Tsunami
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To mark the world day for physically challenged, Sarla Home minister Buta Singh being welcomed by Sarla
Muttha extends good wishes to the participants while Muttha at the Muttha family’s residence in Pune
Shantilal Muttha and Shriniwas Patil look on
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Sarla Muttha felicitating participating women before the BJS state convention while Prakashchand Surana, Shantilal and Sarla Muttha being welcomed by villagers at Dongarkhini, the birthplace of Shantilal Muttha
Hastimalji Bamb, Abhaykumar Sethiya, Hemrajji Khabiya and Popatsheth Bafna look on
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Neha Sameer Muttha extends a welcome to Prof
Ram Kapse, the governor general of Andaman
& Nicobar during his visit to the WERC while
Shantilal Muttha and Prataprao Pawar,
chairman of the Sakal Media Group are also seen
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Shankaracharya of Shrungeri Peeth blessing Sameer Muttha
. z Muttha




Tsunami

Deepchand Gardi, Muttha and Chainrajji Jain of
Bangaluru at BJS headquarter

Deepchand Gardi felicitated by senior social worker
Anna Hazare, while Muttha looks on
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At the BJS headquarter with senior trustee Bhawarlal Jain and Surendrakumar Hegde of Karnataka Diring the Amaratvati state convention Shantilal Muttha weighed against blood bags donated by volunteers
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Tsunami

Delegation of

Jain minority
comprising Dr L
M Singhvi, vijay
Darda, D R Mehta,
Suresh Dada Jain
Chainraj Jain and
, P A Inamdar called
07! PM Manmohan
— Singh
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Lost in deep thoughts Shantilal Muttha and
Prafulla Parakh

National convention in Pune 2010 Prakash
Surana, Shantilal Muttha Rajendra Lunkad,
Kamlesh Umad
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A vehicle being flagged off by Prataprao Pawar of the Sakal Relief Fund for the relief of flood affected families while In discussion with Prataprao Pawar, chairman of the Sakal Media Group, Shantilal Muttha at the BJS headquarters
Dr Banoo Coyaji and Chainrajji Jain look on
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Shantilal Muttha signing an MOU with Prof Ram Kapse, governor general of Andaman & Nicobar Former chief election commissioners T N Sheshan guiding the staff of BJS at their head office
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Shantilal Muttha with former vice chancellor of the Pune University Dr Arun Nigvekar and Bhushan Patwardhan
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Tsunami

Shrungeri  Shankaracharya Bharati Teerth
blessing Shantilal and Sarla Muttha

Great saint Morari Bapu and Shantilal Muttha
during the Gujarat earthquake







Tsunami

Shantilal and Sarla Muttha at Raj Bhavan in Pune with
Sonia Gandhi during a dinner after the three day meet
of the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation
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Gopinath Munde with Shantilal Muttha Former Chief minister Manohar Joshi giving some valuable instruction to Shantilal Muttha during the inauguration
ceremony of WERC
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Vilasrao Deshmukh and Chandrakant Chhajed during a visit to WERC Central minister N KP Salve and Shantilal Muttha during 625 mass marriages ceremony in Pune 239
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Prafulla Parakh welcoming Digvijay Singh at the BJS office

Besides local authorities and prominent invitees, the handing over ceremonies were also attended by local students With Madanlal Khurana in Delhi during an educational function
the beneficiaries of the project
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Dalai Lama presenting an award to Shantilal
Muttha on behalf of the Diwaliben Mohanlal
Mehta Charitable Trust, Mumbai




Tsunami

Amitabh Bachchan presenting the Giants’
International award to Shantilal Muttha
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Receiving the WANGO award from president of
WANGO




Tsunami

Former President Shankar Dayal Sharma
felicitated Shantilal Muttha
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Pune Municipal Corporation felicitated Sunil Dutt
and Shantilal Muttha mayor Ankush Kakde in
1992

244



10 L aae HALEE]







BJS - A Photo Journey

Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana

On a tour of the country as a
part of Vision 20-20 in 2009

Riding a horse at the Bangaluru

Jain International Residential
School

247




A student at Dongarkini works in the laboratory at the technical institute

BJS technical education centre in
Dongarkini hostel




vy f3
Exchanging pleasantries with tribal children of "=
Melghat, Shantilal Muttha adds some memorable
moments to their life




